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ABOUT THE GRANT PROGRAM 

Purpose 

The Mibilla Foundation’s General Grants Program provides funding support to Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people, businesses, and community organisations to deliver community - 
driven initiatives that foster growth, innovation, and meaningful social, cultural, and economic 
impact.  
By backing projects that reflect local priorities, the fund strengthens sustained self-determination 
and wellbeing across Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities.  

Available Funding 

Grants of up to $10,000 are available. 

Key Dates 

The program runs four rounds per year, each open for six weeks. Applications received outside 
these dates will not be considered.  

 Opens Closes 

Round 1 1st January 15th March 

Round 2 1st April 15th June 

Round 3 1st July 15th September 

Round 4 1st October 15th December 
 

ELIGIBILITY 

To be eligible for Mibilla Foundation grant funding, your application must meet the eligibility criteria 
and be seeking funding for an eligible purpose outlined in the guidelines. 

Who Can Apply 
 

●​ Based in Australia 
●​ Funds to be used for the benefit of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people living in 

Australia and the Torres Strait Islands. 
●​ Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander-owned and operated business (new or established), or 
●​ Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander-owned community organisation or not-for-profit that 

supports Aboriginal economic participation, or 
●​ Non-Indigenous organisation working in active partnership with Aboriginal or Torres Strait 

Islander people or organisations, where the project demonstrably builds Indigenous economic 
participation or supports self-determination. 
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Who Can’t Apply 

Applications from the following are ineligible for grant funding: 
●​ Applications from the following are ineligible for grant funding: 
●​ Applicants with any outstanding debt, underspend, or acquittal relating to a previous Mibilla 

Foundation grant. 
●​ Applicants who are insolvent or have declared bankruptcy. 
●​ Applicants (including their organisation, business, or key personnel) who are not compliant 

with their incorporating legislation, or who have breached other applicable laws or regulations. 
●​ Applicants found to have deliberately provided false or misleading information in any previous 

or current application to the Mibilla Foundation. 
●​ Commonwealth, State/Territory, or local government bodies or agencies. 

What We Fund 

●​ Operating costs and/or support 
●​ Seed/Start-up costs 
●​ Professional memberships/Joining fees 
●​ Professional services (i.e. Website development; Business/Financial advice) 
●​ School provisions (i.e. books, stationary, etc) 
●​ Purchase of essential equipment, tools, or technology 
●​ Training and coaching programs, Workshops or courses 
●​ Training related expenses (i.e. Travel; accommodation; course materials; etc). 

What We Don’t Fund 

Applications for the following grant purposes are not eligible for grant funding: 
●​ Projects that don’t demonstrate clear business or community impact 
●​ Purposes that do not directly contribute to the outcome/s of the project (i.e. payment of fees, 

fines or loans, purchase of gifts or debt repayment or refinancing). 
●​ Facility improvements to any community title, body corporate or retirement living scheme or 

similar entity (as determined by us) 
●​ Money to be set aside for contingencies or costs not yet incurred 
●​ Vehicle costs 
●​ Personal expenses 
●​ Costs for the preparation of the grant application or costs incurred before an application is 

approved. 
●​ Activities with a high risk of injury or harm (psychological, physical, cultural). 
●​ Expenses and projects that have been or will be grant funded by another source including 

government bodies 
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APPLICATION 

You can make a grant application: 
1.​Online 

Complete the Expression of Interest form at mibilla.org. Once an application is received, we will 
contact you and keep you updated during the assessment process. 

2.​Email 
You can download the Expression of Interest, complete, and email to connect@mibilla.org 

Support 

If you’re interested in making an application, please contact the Mibilla Foundation. We can help 
you with your application, answer questions, or link you to someone who can. 
Please keep in mind that discussion or support from Mibilla Foundation staff to prepare or submit 
an application does not guarantee that your application will be approved and funded. 

ASSESSMENT 

Applications will be assessed with regard to standard criteria and priority factors outlined below 

Assessment Criteria 

Your application will be assessed against the following: 
●​ Alignment with Guidelines - how well your project or business idea meets the objectives and 

criteria set out in these guidelines. 
●​ Risk Management - consideration of potential risks at both the applicant and project level, and 

how these will be managed. 
●​ Funding Availability - grants will be awarded within the limits of available funds. 
●​ Compliance - demonstrated ability, or capacity if successful, to comply with all relevant laws, 

regulations, and mandatory requirements. 
●​ Track Record - previous experience 

Priority Factors 

Applications may be prioritised if they demonstrate one or more of the following: 
●​ Business Readiness - a clear plan, with the skills and capacity to deliver. 
●​ Growth Potential - the potential to create jobs, generate income, or support sustainable 

business expansion. 
●​ Community Benefit - contributing to employment, training, or opportunities for Aboriginal and 

Torres Strait Islander people. 
●​ Industry Fit - alignment with sectors that promote long-term Indigenous economic 

empowerment. 
●​ Additional Support - evidence of co-investment, partnerships, or in-kind contributions. 
●​ Innovation - fresh ideas, approaches, or solutions that strengthen your business or community 

impact. 
Note: Priority factors are only used to determine which applications should be considered ahead 
of others under review. 
  

General Grants Fund Guidelines     3 
 

mailto:connect@mibilla.org


 

Additional Information 

The Mibilla Foundation may seek additional information from you to assist in assessing your 
application and may also draw on other sources to verify claims in your application, including: 
●​ Information from public registers and credit reporting agencies. 
●​ Information about you or your application from other Commonwealth, state, territory or local 

government agencies, whether or not you nominated them as a referee. 
●​ Representatives from an Indigenous Australian community or organisation, or subject-matter 

experts, who are on an assessment panel, whether or not you nominated them as a referee. 
●​ Recommendations from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander local and regional 

decision-making groups and organisations. 
Wherever possible, we will give you an opportunity to clarify any concerns or questions raised if 
your application is at risk of not being funded. 

Decision-makers 

Decision-makers for the General Grants fund are as follows: 

General Grant Fund Board 

 
and may: 

●​ Approve your application in principle, subject to negotiation of a grant agreement. 
●​ Approve your application in principle with changes or conditions, subject to negotiation of a 

grant agreement. 
●​ Not approve your application. 

The decision-maker’s decision is final in all matters, including any conditions and grant funding 
amount to be awarded. 

AFTER YOU APPLY 

Notification 

The Mibilla Foundation will notify you of the outcome of your application via the email address for 
the contact person nominated in the application form. 

Unsuccessful applicants 

The Mibilla Foundation will provide feedback to unsuccessful applicants on the reasons why their 
application was unsuccessful. Where it is possible for you to address feedback given, we will 
provide an opportunity for you to resubmit your application or to submit a new application. 

FUNDING AGREEMENT 

If your application is successful, you will need to enter into an agreement with the Mibilla 
Foundation. The Agreement sets out the terms and conditions under which the Foundation will 
provide funding to the successful applicant for the delivery of an approved project. 
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Commencement and Payments 

Funding will only commence once this Agreement has been signed by both parties. No 
retrospective claims will be accepted. 
Grant payments will be made either in full, in installments, or on achievement of milestones, as 
outlined in the Agreement Schedule. Payments are subject to the Foundation receiving all 
required documentation, reports, and compliance evidence. 
Any unspent funds must be returned to the Foundation within 30 days of project completion or 
termination of this Agreement. 

Conditions 

Applications may be approved subject to you meeting certain conditions such as evidence of all 
relevant approvals, permits, insurances and external support (financial or in-kind). 
You must notify the Mibilla Foundation of any changes to the project scope, timing, or viability. 

Acknowledgement of the Foundation 

Funding granted by the Mibilla Foundation must be acknowledged in all promotional materials, 
media releases, and publications relating to the funded project. 

 
Reporting and Acquittal Requirements 

The Agreement will outline the reporting and acquittal requirements (which may be linked to 
funding payments) you are required to provide which may include - 
●​ financial acquittals 

●​ details of project outcomes, 
●​ expenditure, and 

●​ supporting evidence such as invoices, receipts, or proof of payment. 
 

Monitoring 

The Mibilla Foundation uses a number of approaches to monitor grants including: 
●​ Reporting on grant delivery against milestones that are identified in the grant agreement. 
●​ Evidence that funds have been expended for the purposes identified in the grant agreement. 
●​ Performance and financial reporting to acquit the grant. 
●​ Community visits by Directors and/or staff. 

Record Keeping 

Accurate financial and project records must be kept for at least 7 years. The Mibilla Foundation 
reserves the right to request access to these records and to audit the use of grant funds. 
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Compliance 

In circumstances of non-compliance with the grant agreement, we’ll work with you and assist in 
accordance with the grant agreement. This may include varying your agreement if: 
●​ Unexpected event(s) are impacting grant delivery. 
●​ Results or outcomes are not consistent with what is identified in the grant agreement.  

Examples of variations may include: 
●​ Changing key performance indicators. 
●​ Extending the timeframe for completion. 
●​ Reducing funding. 

You should let us know if anything is likely to affect your grant project or organisation by 
contacting the Mibilla Foundation as soon as possible. 

Termination & Recovery of Funds 

The Foundation may terminate this Agreement and require repayment of funds if: 
●​ funds are misused or used for ineligible purposes; 
●​ reporting or compliance obligations are not met 
●​ the organisation/business becomes insolvent or unable to deliver the project. 

Dispute Resolution 

In the event of a dispute, both parties agree to attempt resolution in good faith. If unresolved, the 
matter will proceed to mediation before any legal action is taken. 

 
 

EVALUATION 

The Mibilla Foundation may evaluate individual projects and/or the overall grants program to 
ensure funding aligns with our strategic objectives (see our website). 
Evaluations may consider outcomes, impact, and economic benefits using information from your 
application, reporting, or additional details we request. Full evaluation requirements will be 
outlined in your grant agreement. 

ETHICS 

Conflict of Interest 

The Mibilla Foundation Board, members, staff, and representatives must declare and manage any 
actual, potential, or perceived conflicts of interest when assessing applications. Examples include 
personal, professional, political, or commercial relationships that could: 
●​ Influence the assessment process; 
●​ Affect the applicant’s ability to deliver the project fairly and independently; or 
●​ Result in personal gain from a funding decision. 
Applicants are also required to declare any such conflicts (for themselves, personnel, 
shareholders, or partners) as part of the application and throughout the grant process. 
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Collection & Use of Personal Information 

Information collected from you by the Mibilla Foundation during the application and assessment 
process will be used for the purposes of assessing and administering grants. 
The Mibilla Foundation’s Privacy Policy is located on our website and contains further information 
about the way we manage your information, how you can access your information held by us, 
seek correction of the information, or make a complaint. 

Confidential Information 

We will treat the information you give us as sensitive and confidential if it meets all of the three 
conditions below: 
●​ Information is identified as confidential and explains why it should be treated as confidential. 
●​ Information is commercially sensitive. 
●​ Revealing the information would cause unreasonable harm to you or someone else. 

Disclosure 

We may disclose your personal and confidential information to any agencies such as the: 
●​ The Auditor-General, Ombudsman or Privacy Commissioner. 
●​ Employees and contractors of other Commonwealth agencies for any purposes, including 

government administration, compliance, research or service delivery. 
●​ or as required by law. 

CONTACT INFORMATION 

Nicole O’Brien  
0400 076 048 
connect@mibilla.org 
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